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favourites, Montmorency and La Valette. None of these
questioned the duty of obedience to the king's person, but they
refused to obey a subject of the king who was their inferior
in rank.
The malcontents conspired to get rid of Richelieu, either by
causing his assassination or by discrediting him with the king,
and there were even open revolts; but Richelieu put down the
opposition by trials and executions, for, as he said, 'There is
nothing that dispels faction like terror'. He conducted his opera-
tions in secret or by a procedure contrary to the customs of the
land, disregarding public opinion and guided by the 'reason of
State' alone - that is, by what he considered to be the interest of
the realm. The chief object of his efforts was to accustom the
French to obey not only the person of the king, but the royal
authority as exercised by his minister.
The effect which he produced upon the political evolution of
France seems to have been exaggerated in the nineteenth century.
He did not put down the resistance of the grands, for it recurred
with equal strength under Mazarin. He did not destroy the organs
which kept a check upon the Government, for as early as the time
of Henry IV these checks had ceased to be operative. He did not
create the despotic regime, which was already in existence. The
most he did was to weaken public interest by discouraging the
upper classes from taking an interest in public affairs.
5THE    WORK    OF    RICHELIEU
Richelieu's most lasting achievement was his struggle against
the house of Austria, the two branches of which - the king of
Spain and the emperor, the head of the German branch - were
in alliance against the Protestant princes of Germany and threat-
ened to establish their domination over Europe. Richelieu began
by supporting their opponents in Italy and supplying money to^
the king of Sweden, who was at war with the emperor. After*
the defeat of his German and Swedish allies, he brought France
into the war - a dangerous enterprise at a time when the frontiers
of the kingdom stopped short at Picardy and Champagne. He
entered upon the war in the teeth of the royal family, which
favoured Spain, in the teeth of the court, in the teeth of the clergy,
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